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FOREWORD

Since the year 1933, oll Malayan fimber exported to the United Eingdom and other
selective markets hos been graded under the Empire Groding Rules. These Rules
were designed lor general application ond, therafara, not particularly adapted fo
mest Malayon condifions, yel, neverthebess, they proved of real value during the
eorlier developments in the export of graded Malayan fimben and conhibuted
substantially tawards the establishment of this trode on a sound beosis.

With the increcsing knowledge gained of our fimbers and local standards of
production on the one hond, ond overseos markel requirements on the other, it had
lor some fime past become increasingly evident that these Rules no longer entraty
met our reqguiremants. However, the Sub-Commifiee of the Imperial Institute’s
Advisory Committee on Timbers. which had drawn up the origingl Empire Groding
Rules, no longer existed and, consequently, there was no machinery for effecting
omendments. The altermative course of drowing up rules fo cover our own
requirements was, therefore, odopted and in Novernber 1948, these were widely
circulated in droff form to sowmillers, shippers, impaorters, ond in fact to all sections of
the trode for crficism. This appeal for suggestions and comechons mal with ready
response and this evidence of helpful inferest in the undedoking wos most
encouraging. Many olferafions ond amendments in the orginal draft Rules hove
L pneacde i [he Bghl of fhe numerous comments and Somnsmictive cificEms
received.

The preparafion and compilation of these Rules hos been lorgely the work of M. C.
Q. Femmich, Forest Officer, Singopore, with the ossistonce during both the
prelimincry and final drafling stages of o small Committee comprising officers with
liest-hand knowledge of timber grading and exparl, Together with the draft final
Rules. this Committee Included btwo short notes. As these indicofe the guiding
principdes followed in the compilation of these Rules, it B appropriate that they should
e guoaled in this foreword;

(i} “The end or ullimate use of timber should determing the kind, grade and
dirmensions, and it s recognized thal dealings in fimber, a5 in ony other
commodity. must prirmarily be o matter of ormangement betweaen buyer and
sefler. These miles o designed to ossist such armangements, In this -
connection it must be emphosized thal al present. and for some time to
come, Molayan producers cannot normally undertake the cutting of Prime
grodaes anly. If the presant volume of exports s o be moinlained, and
increased. it is essentiol thot buyers should agree lo take o recsonable
proportion of the locwer grades.,



(i) I must be remembered thot wood & a natural product and, therefore, |

however carefully o log may be sawn, it will vield lithe or no limber enfirely
frea from defects. The purpose of grading rules Is to imit the number of such
unavoidable defects, according to the pwpose for which the fimber &
required, aond such rules must be fromed to suit the type of defecis
commonly found in the timbers 1o which they will be applied.”

Rules are provided in Port || for the groding of fimber fo be resawn for general
purpose Uses, and in Part Il are others covering such speciozed uses os wagon
planks, telegraph cross-arms. flooring and sleepers. It s to be expected that further
uses for Moloyon timbers will develop in time, caling lor further specific rules. Any
information, or suggestions, obout such developments will be welcomed o thal an
appropriate section can bea included In the next revision of these Rules. Any
corespondence about this, or any other paint connected with these Rules, should
be addresed o the Forest Department, Sweattenhom Rood, Euala Luempur, Mokoyo,

1. A. STRONG
Director of Forestry.
Federalion of Malaya

Euala Lumpur, July 1949

PREFACE TO 200% EDITION

The Malaysian Groding Rules lor Sawn Hordwood Timber (MGR), have played a
crucial role in raiing the profile of the Molaysion fimber indusiry as a supplier of
quality timber, It needs no infroduction os i s well known ond recognised by the
international market. Timber treders in the domestic morket and the infemational
level use the MGR as the basis for confract negotiations on the stondard and quality
requirernent of fimiber.

The history of MGRE began in 1733, with ihe flourishing of timber trade from the Ihen
Malaya, It was called the Empire Groding Rules. Subsequeantly the Empire Grading
Rules evolved fo bacome the Maloyon Groding Rules and eventually to what Is
todoy known as the Maloysion Grading Rules for Sawn Hordwood Timber (MGR].
These revisions fo the contents of the MGR were made in o series of yeors
commeancing from 1949, Laler revisions were made in the 1955, 1980 and 1948, The
lexsh revision was mode in 1784,

The world fimber marke! never had remained stagnant in ferms of its demand for
quality and innovative fimber preducts. The market had to adapt to the incraasingly
sophisticoled demonds and requirements of the end wsers of limber and fimber
products.  The timber industry itself had mode enormous sirides in the research and
davelopment sectar and has produced innovalive engineered limber preducts that
has enhanced strength and durabifity and odded aesthetic properies,

In kesEing pace with the rapidly cshanging fimioer indusiry ond fimieer markol, tho
MGE needs to be regulory reviewed and updaled. This woulkd ensure thal the
grading mules remained relevant in the contemporary morket scenaric, ond
dermands. It is with this view that Malaysion Timber Industry Board [MTIB] underfook
iha revigion of fhe 1984 edition of MGE, In aoddifion, the posifion of MTIE as well o3
that of Sorowak Timber indusiny Development Corporation (STIDC) o8 authorities
responsble for supervision of groding funclions hos been clearly defined,

In the process of the revision exercise, It wos decided that the MGR should just he
puraly o document on groding rules.  Hence, rules that were advisory and
administrative in nature have been removed from the revised version and thall be
ssued, if necessory, in oppropiote guidelines or circulors,

The significont amendments mode o fhis edition are as Tollows:-

. In ne with moking this o puely grading document the Rules
A0 11, 1213.74.18.1% and 20 have been removed,

. The Section on Railway Sleepers Specification has been divided into two sub-

sections. nomely Sub-section El = Sleepars: and Sub-sechon B2 - Crodsings;
and the contents hove been re-phrosed tor better comprehansion



. The term Lorge Scanfings and Squares has been renaomed as Boulks
and the grading requiremends for the Sechon hos been reshuctured

and rephrased.

" A new Sechon. for 1he grading of Door and window Fromes hos been added
to refiect the growing demond for fthese produchs porlicutarty from the
European morket,

* The Seclion on Prime Wides and Panels Specificalion has been removed since

this Specificafion hos never baen emploved ond 5 unlikely fo be aver used.

» The Section on Stres Grading hos been removed since g Malaysion Mondard
e M5 1714 2003 - "Specificalion for ViEual Srengih Groding of Tropicol
Harchwood Timber™ has been developed and conlaing provisions for stress
grading of sonwn fimber.

. The listing of imporfing counfries as “specilied’ and 'Unspecified” has been
removed lo eflect Maloysia's infenfion o export gualily fimber  fo ol
codntries,

. Two addiftonal mbers hove been Included to the st of commercial timbers
namealy, Acacio and Pelowan

" The Grade Mark has been changed from FID (o reference to Foresiry
Deparlmant] to MTIB.

(To assist the wiers on the amendmenfs made to the 1084 edifion, o supplementons
explanatory notfe s atached as an Annex to this Edifion).

it Is iy fervent hope that with this updating, e MGE would further strangthen
Raloysia’s position os o relioble supplier of high guolity graded sawn fimber,

| also wish to take this opportunity to express my gratilude ond appreciation lo all

membears of the Technicol Review Commitfes as well as the Drofiing Committes for
their invaleable confribution and unliring effors in the reviesy of this document.

Mohd Khelruddin Maohd Rani

Direcior General
makoysion Timber Industry Board

Kuala Lurmpur, Febrwary 2020
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